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The Mary Pappert School of Music proudly 
presented the Pittsburgh community with the first in 
a brand-new series of jazz concerts September 12, 
2016.  Dubbed the Uptown Jazz Series, the concerts 
are expected to be held annually, and  include a total 
of six concerts featuring a variety of local jazz greats. 
Each concert is held in the equally brand-new 
Genesius Theater, directly adjacent to the School of 
Music, and is funded, in part, by the generosity of the 
John R. Mattern Estate.
The first group to perform in the series was the 
Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra’s Little Big Band, a ten-
piece group made up of core members of the 
Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra. Since then, other 
performers who have played in the series include the 
Paul Thompson Group and Tania Grubbs. Upcoming 
performances include the Boilermaker Jazz Band 
(February 20, 2017), THOTH (March 20, 2017), and 
Salsamba (April 3, 2017).
Program Director of Jazz Studies, Mike Tomaro,  
said, “This has been a wonderful start to a fantastic 
series of great jazz. We’re thrilled to be able to offer 
this level of music to both our students and the whole 
Pittsburgh community. I can’t thank the Mattern 
family enough for their generosity.”
Tomaro already has begun planning for upcoming 
seasons of the Uptown Jazz Series, noting that he 
would like to present a “History of Jazz” theme that 
would pervade an entire season and feature Mary 
Pappert School of Music jazz faculty. 
“THIS HAS BEEN 
A WONDERFUL 
START TO A 
FANTASTIC SERIES 
OF GREAT JAZZ.” 
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